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DONNA NETHERWAY � DISABILITY CARE FUNDING 
Statement by Member for Forrestfield 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.50 pm]: Today I would like to speak about a constituent of mine 
whose name is Donna Netherway. Donna is a 40-year-old longstanding resident of the Forrestfield area and has a 
profound intellectual disability. Luckily for Donna, her parents have essentially sacrificed their lives to care for 
her 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. Unfortunately for Donna her ailing mother, Rhonda, is 
now 70 years old and her health gives her reason to worry about Donna�s future care. Donna�s parents came to 
see me, with Carol Franklin from the Disability Services Commission, to explain Donna�s plight and the 
difficulty obtaining full-time care or, more to the point, funding for full-time care for someone in Donna�s 
situation.  

Of the 409 people who applied for accommodation support funding last year, only 48 were successful. Of the 
283 people who applied for intensive family support, only 44 were successful. By my accounting, that means 
less than 15 per cent received the support they felt was needed. The problem we face is that we have an ageing 
population and many of these families who have dedicated a lifetime of caring for their children are now 
reaching the end of their road. I appreciate that there are limited funds available and not all needs can be met, but 
there can be no doubt that these people need support and will never be able to support themselves, and, 
ultimately, will become the state�s problem. The question we must ask ourselves is: how much pain, fear and 
worrying do we need to inflict upon their lifetime carers before we acknowledge our responsibility? 
 


